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For the Utica Christian Repository. useful in the ministry, than some oth- 
Edwards on things to be avoided * ers are who have been educated at 
promoting Reviwals. || college ; but that the consequences of 
(Concluded from p. 346.) | breaking over those bounds which had 
He mentions some who disregard- || been hitherto set, would be a greater 
ed “ external order in matters of reli- || calamity than the exclusion of such 
gion, and use of the means of giace;” || persons. And says, “ the opening a 
and says, ‘it is spoken lightly of, un- || door for the admission of unlearned 
der the names of ceremonies and dead |} men to the work of the ministry, tho’ 
forms.” And he then shows the im- o— should be persons of extraordi- 
portance of order, in religion, as well || nary experience, would on some ac- 
asin other things, and the necessity of |) counts be especially prejudicial at such 
its being observed. On the ground of|| a day as this ; because such persons, 
the worthlessnes of external order, he || for want of extensive knowledge, are 
supposes the regular attendance on|| oftentimes forward to lead others into 
family worship “has been made too|| those things which a people are in 
light of ¢ and it has been in some pla- | danger of at such a time, above all 
ces too much of a common and cus- |; other times,:to wit, impulses, vain 
tomary thing to be absent from family || imaginations, superstition, indiscreet 
worship, and to be abroad late in the || zeal, and such like extremes ; instead 
night at religious meetings.” Notbut||of defending them from them, for 
that he thinks there ate some extraor- |! which a pecp'e especially need a shep- 
dinary cases, in which it may be ee herd, at such an extraordinary sea- 

| 

| 





fixable, but if it should become a com- son.” 268—272. 
mon practice in a time of revival, he ‘¢ Another erroneous principle that 
thinks ‘‘ we shall soon find the conse- || it seems to me some have been at 
quences to be veryill.” Onthe same least in danger of, is, that mini ters, 
principle of the disregard of external || because they speak as Christ’s em- 
order, some were for admitting laymen || bassadors, may assume the same style, 
to do that which belongs to the work || that the prophets of old did, yea, that 
Jesus Christ himself did, in the 23d 
of Matthew, ‘ ye serpents, ye genera- 
tion of vipers,’ &c. and that not only 


of the ministry, and of admitting per- 
sons newly converted, whose experi- 
ence were thought extraordinary, to 
the ministry, without that previous || when they are speaking to the people, 
study which is usually deemed impor- || but also to their brethren in the minis- 
tant; the consequences of which he || try.” And he shows, that God has 
thinks would be very injurious. He/||made different degrees and orders 
admits that there may be some, who, || among the messengers that he has 
without much study, might be more!! sent, which renders it umproper for 
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those who are placed in a subordinate | 


station to assume the authority of su- 
periors. 772. 
‘A third cause of the errors of: 


those that have appeared to be the: 


gubjects or zealous promoters of this 


. . . | 
work, is, a being ignorant or unob- » 


servant of some particular things, by | 
which the devil has special advan- | 
tage. 

“1. The mzture there oftentimes 
is in the experience of true christians 
a mixture of that. which 1s pent 


| 


and that which is dorrupt, with that ' 


which is divine. There is commonly 


a much greater mixture, than persons | 


for the most part seem to have any im- 
agination of. ‘The things, of all which 
there 1s frequently some mixture with | 
gracious experiences, are these three, | 
human or naiural affection and passion, 
InvIresstons on the magimation, and a 


degree of self rizhieousness or spirti= | 


wel pride.” 

same causes produce a very different || 
degree of excitement of the natural | 
pissions, or animal feelings, in differ- 
ent oversons: and in the same persons, 
at different times. 








| 


° 2 - ° e 
mixture of selfish affections with those | 


which are benevolent, seltish love to- | 
wards God, ‘or his favors, selfish love 
towards christians, because they be- 
long to the same party; and the mix- 
ture of human passion, pride, and un- 
charitable bitterness, with christian 
zeal. He mentions the streng “sel 
pressions upon the imagination, to 
which some persons seem to be con- 
stitutionally lable, and which tend to 
work up the natural passions to a high 
pitch. And then that mixture of 4 
righteousness & spiritual pride, which 
arises from a high conceit of them- 
selves and their attainments and dis- 
coveries, which tends still more to 
heighten their passions, and produce 
strong visible emotions. ‘This mix- 
ture in some christians, hé thinks “ is 
so great, as very much to obscure and 
hide the beauty of grace in them like 
a thick smoke that hinders all the 
shining of the fire.” And he then. ~s 


” 
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\' 
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Edwards on things to be avoided 


serves, “ these things we eught to be 
/ well aware of, that we may not take 
all for gold that glistens, and that we 
may know what to countenance and 
encourage, and what to discourage ; 
ot:.erwise Satan will have a vast ad- 
vantage against us, for he works in 
the corrupt mixture. Sometimes for 
want of persons distinguishing the ore 
from the pure metal, those experien- 
ces are most admired by the persons 
‘themselves that are the subjects of 


, them, and by others, that are not the 


most excellent. The great external 


effects, and vehemence of the pas- 


| 


| 


He remarks, that the ! 


ie mentions the | i 


| 
| 
| 





sions, and violent agitations of the an- 
imal spirits, are sometimes much ow- 
ing to the corrupt mixture, as 1s very 
apparent in some instances, though it 
be not always so.” 273—277. 
“Another thing by which the devil 
' has great advantage, is, the unheeded 
_ defects there sometimes are in the ex- 
periences of true christians. ‘The es- 
sence of truly christian experiences is 
not wanting, but yet that is wanting 
that is very needful in order to the 
proper beauty of the image of Christ 
in them. When this deficiency is 
creat, as sometimes it is in real saints, 
it is not only a great deformity in it- 
self, but has many ill consequences ; 
it gives the devil great advantage, and 
leaves a door open for corruption, and 
exposed to very deformed and unlove- 
| ly actions.” He accounts for this de- 
oe in christians by supposing that 
they have avery partial and defective 
view of the divine character, from 
which they may be filled with joy, and 
be wanting in reverence for God; or 
have a great dread of the divine ma- 
 jesty, and be w anting in confidence in 
God; and the like. To this defect, 
he ascribes a common practice at that 
day, of “‘talking of divine and hea- 
venly things, and expressing divine 
joys with laughter or a light beha- 
viour.” And also, “‘ many ‘persons’ 
unsuitable boldness, their disposition 
to speak with authority, intemperate’ 
zeal, and many other things that 
sometimes appear in true christians, 
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ander great religious aflections.”— 
278—281. ; 

Another thing by which he thinks 
the devil has great advantage, is, “the 
degenerating of experiences;” by 
which he means their growing more 
and more defective, and having more 
and more of the corrupt mixtures he 
had mentioned. ile says, ‘‘there is 
such a thing, and 2 is very frequent, 
as experience abundantly evidences : 


I have seen it in very many instances; | 


and great are the mischiefs that have 


arisen through want of being more | 


aware of it. It often comes to pa s. 
that through persons not distinguisi:- 
ing the wheat from the chail, and for 
want of watchfulness and humble 
jealousy of themselves, and laying 
great weight on the natural and ima- 
ginary part, and yielding to it, and 
indulging of it, that part grows and 
icreases, and the spiritual pait de- 
creases; the devil sets in, and works 
in the corrupt part, and cherishes it to 
his utmost; until at length, the expe- 
riences of some persons, who began 


well, came to but little else, but vio- |: 


lent motions of carnal affections, with 


great heats of the imagination, and a | 
great degree of enthusiasm, 


and 
swelling of spiritual pride. The un- 


855 


, Out a minister, or any older people 
among them, for relixious exercises, 
| Should be avoided.” For, though, 
at the. bezinning they may be attend- 
|| ed solely from religious feelings; yet, 
| he thinks those feelings, under such 
|| circumstances, very liable to degen- 
| erate, ** and it may at last come to that, 
| that young persons may go to cuch 
meetings, chiefly for the sake of such 
an opportunity for company keepins.” 
In view of this degenerating of expe- 
riences, he cautions all christians to 
be jealous over themselves, lest God 
should *‘punish their pride and self 
_ confidence, by suffering them to be 
long led into a dreadful wilderness, 
‘by the subtle serpent, to the great 
‘wounding of their own souls, and the 
interest of religion.” He mentions 
also some who thought it wrong to be 
any more concerned tor their own re- 
_latives and friends than others, under 
the mistake that such concern must 
be necessarily selfish; and shows that 
the relations which God has constitu- 
ted impose their corresponding oblhi- 
gations, which ought to be fuliil- 
jled. 282—287. 
| He then proceeds ‘‘to take notice 
| of something with regard to the exe 
ternal effects of experiences, which 


| 


| 


| | 


happy person that is the subject of | also gives Satan an advantage ;”” and 
such a degeneracy of experiences, | explains himself to have reference to 
for the most pa:t, is not sensible of | the influence of custom and example, 
his own calamity; but because he | in leading to such outward manifesta- 
finds himseif still violently moved, | tions of feeling, as are unsuitable, and 
and greater heats of zeal, and more | ought to be avoided. He is far trom 
vehement motions of his animal spir- || ascribing all the uncommon outward 
its, thinks himself fuller of the Spirit of || manifestations of feeling, which ap- 
God than ever.” Jn this way, our au- | peared in that day to custom and tash- 
thor thinks, love to God for his own | ion; but thinks these had a very great 
sake, may give place to the love of 1 influence, so that m some places, 
him for his favors; joy in God, to joy || there was much more loud tik, cry- 


in themselves; zeal for God, to hu- 
man passion, bitterness, and hatred ; 
love of christians, to the love of a 
party, or to that fondness for each 
other’s company which’ is natural to 
the different sexes. And on account 
of this last, he advises, ‘* that meet- 
ings of young people, of both sexes, 
m the evening, by themselves, with- 





} 


{ 


ing out, falling down, and the like, 
than in others; and the same pla‘es 
at different times, and uuder the «oen- 
| duct of ditierent persons. He thinks 
it wrong t» encourage sich things, 
but that they should be discouraged 
and kept under prudent restraints.— 
258, 259. 

Having pointed out the particular. 
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causes whence the errors that attend | 
a great revival of religion usually | 
arise, he proceeds, 

‘“t¥. ‘To take notice of some par- 
ticular errors that have risen from sev- | 
eral of these causes.” | 

Here he first mentions, the practice | 
of “censuring others that are profes- | 
sing christians, in good standing in | 
the visible church, as unconverted.” | 
He thinks this “against the plain, and | 
frequent, and strict prohibitions of the | 
word of God; and the worst disease | 
that has attended this work. most con- 
trary to the spirit and rules of chris- 
tianity, and of worst consequences. 
There is a most unhappy tincture that | 
the minds of many, both ministers | 
and people, have received this way.” | 
He mentioned it as the practice of ma- | 
ny, when they first heard any minister | 
pray or preach, to make it their first | 
object to discern him, whether he was | 
a converted man or not, and whether | 
he prayed like one that felt the power 
of Grod’s Spirit in his heart; 
soon as they had, in their own ima- 
gination, discerned him to be a hypo-_ 
crite, to pronounce him such to others. | 
‘‘And when once they have passed 


their censure, every thing seems to | 


confirm it; they see more and more | 


in tie person that they have censured, | 


that seems to them. to show plainly | 


that he is an unconverted man. And | 
then, if the person censured be a min- | t 
inster, every thing in his public per- | 
formances seems dead aad sapless, 
and to do them no good at all, but on! 
the contrary, to be of deadening in- 
fluence, and poisonous to the soul; 
yea. it seems worse and 





more intolerable; which is ow ing toa 
secret, strong prejudice, that steals in 
more and more upon the mind, as e x- 
perience plainly and tee shows.’ 
290, 291. 

‘There has been an unhappy dis- 
position in some mznslers toward: 
their brethren in the ministry, in this 


respect, waich has encouraged and 


ereatly promoted such a spirit among 


nr ne PT 


and as |) 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
worse to 
them, his pre: aching grows more and 


Edwards on things to be avoided 


some of their people. It has been 
expected by some, that Christ was 
now about to purge his house of un- 
converted ministers, and this has made 
it more natura! to them to think that 
they should do Christ service, and act 
as co-workers with him, to put to their 
hand, and endeavor by all means to 
cashier those ministers that they tho’t 
to be unconverted. Some have been 
too apt to look for fire from heaven 
upon particular ministers ; and this 
has naturally excited that disposition 
to call for it, thit Christ rebuked in 
his disciples.” 292, 293. 

He thinks it possible that some had 
‘openly censured ministers, and en- 
couraged thei people’s uneasiness wi- 
der them,” in the hope that they would 
be driven away, and things would go 
on better; but that the effect had been 
that ° the devil had obtamed his end, 
in thus breeding a great deal of un- 
happiness among munisters and peo- 
ple, spoiling christians’ 


Sabbaths, making them their most 


| uneasy, uncomfortable, and unprotita- 


ble days, stirring up great contention, 
and setting all in a flame;’ and, in 
many places, thus putting a stop to 
the most hopeful beginnings of a re- 
vival. He thinks that others had 


nstred ministers in the hope of 


awakening them, and promoting their 
conversion ; but that it had had a con- 

‘ary effect upon them, and had great- 
ly encouraged opposers In general i In 
their opposition to the work; and that, 
if ithad done good in any instance, it 
had done ten times as much hurt. 
293, 294. 

He speaks of some who “have 
been ready to censure ministers, be- 


cause they seem, in comparison of 


some other ministers, to be very cold 
and lifeless in their ministerial per- 
‘ormances;” and shows the impropri- 
ety of it, by observing, that the time 
may come, when those who are now 


he most lively, will appear “wretch. . 


edly mean,” in comparison with oth- 
ers who shall excel them, ‘‘and their 
performances poor, dead, dry things : 








enjoyment of 
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and many may be ready to be preju- 
diced against them, as accounting 
them good ior nothing, 
calling them soul murderers.” And 
he sake, ‘‘what a poor ligure may we 
suppose the most lively of us do make 
in the eyes of one of the saints, in 
heaven??? He observes, that some 
thought themselves justificdin censur- 
ing ministers as unconverted, because | 
they opposed t.e work; but thinks || 
such ought to be left to the discipline 
of ecclesiastical judicatories, accord- || 
ing tothe mote of Christ’s appoint- | 
ment, and not to be judged in a way 
that is wholly unauthorized, and strict- 
ly torbidden in the word of God. He 
speaks of the inconsistency of admit- 
ting persons to our communion, as 


‘brethren in the visible church, and | 


then visibly rejecting them, by such 
treatment. And says, “this bitter 
root of censortousness must be totally | 
rooted out, as we would prepare the 
way of the Lord. it has nourished |! 
and upheld many other things contra- | 
ry to the humility, meekness, and love | 
of the gospel.” 295—298. | 
He speaks of a method of praying | 
i 
} 


for others, im such a way as to convey 


a censure, i the following terms :— 
“Phere is a way of reflecting on oth- | 
ers, and censuring them in open pray- | 
er, that some have: which. though it | 
has a faw show of love, yet is indeed | 
the Joldest way of reproaching others 
imaginable, because there is implied | 
in it an appeal! to the most high God, 
concerning the truth of their censures 
and reflections.” 295. 

He speaks of a way of cursing 
others in prayer, in the following 
terms: ‘Some have a way of joining 
asort of imprecations with their peti- 
tions for others, though but condition- 
a! ones, that appear to me wholly 
neediess and improper: They pray 
that others may either be converted or 
removed. ‘This is a sort of cursing 
men in our prayers, adding a curse 
With our blessing; whereas the rule 
is, bless and curse not. ‘Yo pray that 
God would kill another, is to curse 





a 


| 
and it may be | 
| 
| 


| 


him with the like curse wherewith Eli- 
sha cursed the children that came out 
of Bethel.” ‘itis pleaded, that, if 
God has no design of converting oth- 
ers, it is best for ‘them, as well as best 
for others, that they should be imme- 
| diately taken away and sentto hell be- 
fore they have contracted more guilt. 
| To which I would say, that so it was 
best that those children that met Eli- 
sha, seeing God had no design of con- 
| verting them, should die immediately 
| as they did; but yet Elisha’s impreca- 
‘ting that sudde sn death upon them, 
|was cursing them; and therefore, 


' would not have been lawful for one 


| 


{ 


i} 
} 
| 
) 
| 


| 


nD 


that did not speak in the name of the 
Lord, as a prophet. And then, if we 
ave way tosuch thingsas these, where 
shall we stand? A child that suspects 
he has an unconverted father and mo- 
ther, may pray openly that his father 
and mother may either be converted, 

or taken away and sent to hell now 
quickly, before their guilt is greater. 
And not only so, but we may also pray 
concerning all those saints that are 
not lively christians, that they may 


either be enlivened or taken away ; if 


that be true, that is often said, by some 

_ at this day, that these cold, dead saints 
do more hurt than natural men, and 
lead more souls to hell.” 298, 299. 

‘‘ How needless are such petitions, 
or imprecations as these? Why is it 
| not sufficient for us te pray that God 
would provide for his church, and give 
it neadinal means and advantages?— 
| Does God need to be directed bi y usin 
what way he shail do it? what need 

we ask of God to do it by kicinge such 
and such persons, if he does not con- 
vert them! And why do not minis- 
ters direct sinners to pray for them- 
selves, that God would either convert 
them or ‘ill them, and send them to 
hell now, before their guilt is greater ? 
In this way we should lead persons in 

the next place to self-murder; for ma- 

ny probably would soon begin to think 
that that which they may pray for, they 
may seek, and use the means of. 

*¢ Some with whom I have. discour- 


* 


| 
| 
| 
, 
| 
| 
i 
; 
es 
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sed about this way of praying, have | voice to be heard in the streeis. “8, 
said, that the Sptrit of God, as it were, | There should also be some restraint 
forces them to utter themselves thus, io the abundance of person’s talk, 

us it were, forces out such words from | | under strong affections.” He speaks 
their mouths, when otherwise they || of what he thinks a mismanagement 
should not dare to utter them. But |! of the duty of singing praises to God, 
such a kind of impulse does not look |; by its not being attended to with suf- 
like the influence of the Spirit of God. || ficient reverence. He takes notice of 
The Spirit of God som times strong- || the practice which was introduced of 





ly inclines men to utter words, but | companies singing in the streets, in 
not by putting expressions into the || going to the place of meeting, or re- 
| & 


mouth, and urging to utter them; but | turning from it; and thinks the thing 
by fitling the heart with a sense of di- || itself not objectionable, if introduced 
tine things, and holy ailections; and |, with sufficient caution not to shock 
those affections and that sense in- |) the minds of people, and with the 
clines the mouti to speak. That oth- || consent of the church and society, 
“<r way of men’s being urged to use | and be not done with an appearance 
certain expressions, by an unaccount- i of ostentation. But he observes, ‘‘te 
able force, is very probably from the || be sure those go beyond proper limits, 
influence of the spirit of the devil.” | who, coming from abroad, do imme- 
299, 300. diately, of their own heads, in a 
Another thing E would take no- || strange place, seé up such a new and 
tice of, in the management of which || uncommon practice, among the peo- 
there has been much error and mis- | ple.” And with respect to the intro- 
conduct, is, lay exhorting; about |} duction of things new and strange, 


which anes has been abundance of || among a people, he says, ‘ their man- 


dis} puting, jangling, and contention.” || ister especially ought to be consulted, 
He then proceeds to give his views on 


_and his voice taken, as long as he is 
the subject, from which it appears, || owned as their minister. Ministers 
that he thought ; ‘tamproper for laymen 


1 |} are pastors of worshipping societies, 
to take upon them any thmg which | 
| 





and their heads and guides in the af- 
belongs to the office of public teach- 


| 
} 
| 
|fairs of public worship. They are 
' . : 
ing or preaching; and that it Is prop- | called in scripture those that rule over 
er, and 1s made. their duty to exhort | 
} 


one another, and others, ina way of 
christian conversation. He thinks | 
that a layman transgresses, when he 


them, and their people are command- 
ed to obey them, because they watch 
for souls as those that mast give ac- 
count. If it belongs to these shep- 
herds and rulers to direct ‘and guide 
whether that appears by his words or || the flock in any thing at all, it belongs 
manner; and when “he forsakes his |; to them so to do in the circumstan- 
proper cailing, or doth so at least in a | tials of their public worship.” 301— 
great measure, and spends his time in || ¢ : 
going about from house to house, to | 
counsel and exhort.” In connexion | 
| 
| 
| 


appears to speak with authority, 


opinion that things had not “ yet been 
set a going in their r. ght channel; and 
that if they had, and 1 means had been 
straint: 1. speaking in the time of | blessed in proportion as they have 
the ce worship of God, or any | been: now, this work would have so 
duty of social worship ; this should | prevailed, as before this time to have 
not be alowed. 2. There ought to || carried all before it, and have triumph- 
be a moderate restraint on the loud-||ed over New England as its con- 
ness of persons talking, under high | wot » 313. 

rflections:” Chrest d id not c cause his | And he thinks that “the devil m 


with this, he mentions “three things, | 


312 
In the conclusion, he expresses his 
upon ~— there ought to be a re- 
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driving things to these extremes, be- 
sides the present hindrance of the 
work of God, has had in view a two- 
fold mischief herafier.” Once, to pre- 
judice people against the whole work, 
and all revivals of religion, and lead 
them to reject all “ as nothing but de- 
lusion and distraction :” the other, to 
entanole those that are real christians, 


and *“‘lead them into a dreadful wil- f 


derness,” and ultimately to tempt 
them with atheistical thoughts, and 
“sink them down in unbelief and 
darknoss.” 313. 

In the fifth part, designed to show 
what ought to be done to promoie the 
work, he exhorts al! who had been led 
out of the way, in any of the things 
he had specified, to confess their faults, 
after the example “ of the good spirit 
that Mr. Whitefield showed in his re- 
tyactations, and some others.” He 
urges upon all the exercise of extra- | 
ordinary meekness, and mutual for- 
bearance, and advises that those who | 
have erred should not be treated with 
bitterness. He laments that the 
friends and opposers of the work 
should stigmatize each other with 
odious names, which greatly tends to 
widen and perpetuate the breach be- | 
tween them, and greatly to hinder the | 
progress of religion. He calls upon 
ministers to examine their own hearts, || 
and see that they are personally in- 
terested in the work, to be much in 
fasting and prayer, to help each othe, 
caref fully avoiding every thing which 
tends to weaken “the hands of their 
brethren in the ministry, or diminish 
their interest with their people, and to 
be zealous and resolute in preaching 
the word, and in the discharge of eve- 
ry duty. He thinks particular care 
should be exercised mm respect to the 
examination of candidates for the 
ministry, and that particular pains 
shouid be taken in the religious in- 
struction of members of colleges and 
schools. He recommends fasting and 
prayer to the churches, and suggests 
a particular agreement for a concert 
of prayer. 


| He mentions it asa matter of great 
| importance, that protessed christians 
| should abound ia the moral duties, as 
| Well as in exercises of religiows wor- 
| ship; remarking that hy pocrites are 
‘much more likely to abound in the 
latter than in the former, and to lay 
| great stress upon them; whereas the 
'| Lord Jesus, in his account of the de- 
cisions of-tae greai day, mentions 
‘only the former, as evidence of love 
t» him. while he does not mention the 
latter at all, having previously assured 
| his disciples that many would plead 
_ the latter, whose plea he would rejeci. 
He thinks, that at such a time, it be- 
comes the people of God to abound 
In deeds of charity or almsgiving; and 
exhorts, that the opportunity should 
_be improved to promote a reformation 
in respect to all those duties which 
are incumbent upon professing chris- 
tians. 314—351. 
| In view of this abstract of the 
{ Thoughts of President Edwards, 1 
t would simply repeat the closing re- 
/mark of the communication in which 
| 1 recommended an attention to them 
| last May: “‘ How great a pity it seems, 
' that the religious public did not profit 
‘by the judicious and excellent re- 
marks contained in that book; but 
should so far disregard them, that a 
long night of declension and dark- 
ness, of above half a century, should 
more than verify his distressing anti- 
| cipations!” 
| A Frirnp to Revivats. 
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(Concluded from page 340.) 


sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. 
The principal criminality of siz 
consists in its being against God. 
What are some of the consequences 
of sin to the creature? It debase# 
his nature; makes him wretched in 
mind; brings pain, sickness, & death; 
and leads to endless misery in hell. 
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93. Against thee, thee only, have i 


In what respects is sin agaist Godé 
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it is against his moral nature ; his law; || the work of the Lord; to guard a- 


his cause; his honor; his government; 
and his life. Its criminality must be 
estimated, not by what it accomplish- 
es, but by what it would accomplish, 
if not restrained; the creatures are fi- 
nite, but God is infinite; the scrip- 
tures represent God as doing what he 
does, for himself; we are required to 
make the glory of God our chief ob- 
ject; the good of creatures is not ex- 
cluded in either case, but is too sma'l 
to be mentioned, im comparison with 
the glory of God; other scripture 
saints have expressed themselves as 
the Psalmist did. 
rejoice that tae Lord reigns, and has 


ail sin under his control; how great is | 
the evil of sin, when all the evil it 


does to the creature, is not worthy to 
be mentioned, in comparison with its 
evil as committed against God: It is 
right for God to hate sinners, and 
punish them for ever; how great is 
the delusion of sin, when it makes 
those who love it think only of the 
evil it does to creatures; how great 
is the wickedness of the best of un- 
believers, who sin against God all the 
time; let us repent and turn to God. 


94. Extemporary remarks on Mai. | 


25. 31—46. The day of judgment, 
and the retributions of eternity. 


95. Preparatory. If lhow altogeth- 
er holdest thy peace at this time, then 
shall there enlargement and deliver- 
ance arise lo the Jews from another 
place; but thou, and thy father’s house 
shall be destroyed; and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the hingdom 
jor such a time as this? 


At such a time as this, you, who 
profess to be the children of God, 
ought to be deeply affected with the 
dishonor that 1s done to him; deeply 
affected with the prospects of this 
church, if there should be no revival 


There is reason to | 


gainst every thing which tends to hin- 
der tne salvation of souls; and to 
pray, humbly, perseveringly, and carn- 
estly, taking the Lord Jesus and the 
scripture saints for your pattern. If 
you will not do t tis, you have reason 
to expect, that others will enjoy the 
privilege of being instrumental in the 
salvation of sianers, while you lose it; 
tiiat those who have no regard to the 
honor of God, and the salvation of 
souls, will be destroyed; that their 
families will be destroyed through 


_ their instrumentality ; and that they 


will, in the day of judgement, meet 
with many who have perished through 
their neglect of duty. Will you hold 


| your peace? or, will you now be a- 


wake, and engaged in duty? 
96. No. 40, repeated. 


97. The way of transgressors is 
hard. 


It is hard, to resist the evidence of 
divine truth, when it is so plain; to 
pursuc the world, as our chief good, 
and be perpetually disappointed ; to 
live upon the taults of professed chris- 
tians; to act against the common 
sense of mankind; against the dic- 
tates of conscience; against the en- 
treaties and prayers of pious friends ; 
to act so as to despise ourselves ; so 
as to be conscious of deserving the 
disapprobation of God, and all good 
beings, and the contempt of devils ; 
to withstand all the invitations of tne 
gospel; to go against all the threat- 
nings of the word of God; to resist 
conviction, and remain impenitent ; to 
press on in a course which we know 
will lead us to death, and that very 
soon; and to fight against God, who 
is mighty to destroy his enemies. 
Why will you persevere in such a way? 


98. -2nd he did not many mighty 


| 


| works there, because of thetr unbelief. 
penitent sinners ; you ought to svc This is spoken of the miracles of 


here; distressed with the state of im- | 


to God and his word for direction in 
duty ; to take a decided stand on the 
Lord’s side; to engage vigorously in 


Christ; but we may take occasion 
from it to consider how the unbelief 
of professed christians hinders the 
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<onversion of sinners. Unbelief is |} ward to:attack the enemy, and he be- 
the opposite of faith. Believing is || gins to rage, unbelief makes them 
used in two senses; one is, the as- || tremble, turn pale, and shrink back, 
sent of the understanding to the truth || and give the ground; if they had con- 
of any proposition, when evidence of || fidence in God, they would follow up 
its truth is presented. This is invel- || their blows, the more vigorously ; it 
untary, and has no virtue init. Be- || appears in their refusing to persevere 
lievting is also used for the consent of | in praying for the Spint, when ap- 
the heart to divine truth ; this is vol- | pearances are unfavorable ; it shows 
untary, and virtuous; ‘with the heart | that their faith was in appearances, 
man believeth unto righteousness.” || and not in God; faith in God would 
Unbelief is used in opposition to both | lead to more earnestness ; it appears: 
these, or to only one. Withholding |! in their trusting in themselves, or in 
the assent of the understanding while || other creatures, or in placing depend- 
evidence is wanting, is no crime; but, || ence upon mere means. ‘The unbe- 
refusing to look at evidence which | lief of professed christians is a rea- 
is presented, may be criminal. With- || son why Christ does not convert more 
holding the consent of the heart to || sinners among them, because their 
divine truth, is always criminal. God || unbelief prevents proper exertions ; 
has furnished evidence of his charac- || it prevents that degree of prayer 
ter and perfections, of his directing i which is necessary ; unbelief dishon- 
all events in the wisest and best man- || ors God, and he is jealous for his hon- 
ner, and of the truth of the Bible, || or; unbelief exalts the creature, and: 
and every part-of it; so that it is |} God will have him abased;. unbelief 
criminal unbelief to doubt the truth of || denies those obligations to God which 











any of these ; and its criminality con- 
sists in refusing to look at the evi- 
dence. It is also unbelief, when the 
assent of the understanding is yield- 
ed, and the consent of the heart is 
withheld. Unbelief appears among 
professed christians, in their unwil- 
lingeness to receive any of the doc- 
trines taught in the scriptures; was it 
not for unbelief, they would receive 
every thing God says, without hesita- 
tion, with full conficence in him; it 
appears in their unwillingness to per- 
form the duties which grow out of 
those doctrines ; if they assent to the 
truth of those doctrines, and refuse to 
perform the corresponding duties, 


he will have felt and acknowledged ; 


|unbelief leads to look to creatures’ 
for help, and God will be known as , 
the only help of his people ;_ unbelief, 


takes sides with God’s enemies, and 


|| he is greatly displeased when his pro- 


fessed children do so. Let us haye’ 
faith in God, and do our duty. 


99. Can thine heart endure, or crm 


ihine hands be strong, in the ‘days that’ 


I shall deal with thee ? 

A similar train of thought, as‘ in’ 
Ne. 54. 

100. No. 94, repeated. 

101. Now, then, we are ambassadors 


for Christ, as though God did beseech 


their faith is no better than the faith of || you by us; we pray. you, :n Christ’s 


devils, and they are.at heart unbeliev- 
ers ; it appears in their being afraid to 
have the same truths now presented 
to sinners, which were presented by 
Christ and the apostles; it shows 
want of confidence in the wisdom of 
God, who has directed it done ; it ap- 


pears in their being terrified from the | 
discharge of duty, by the opposition | 














stead, be ye reconciled to God, 


Extemporary. The character 'of 


God; as exhibited by the scriptures ; 


reasons why sinners ‘ought to be re- — 


conciled to him; and- consequences 
of refusing. 

102, No. 99, repéated. ~ 

103. And they eried with a leuel 


. ; . My ” . h; 
of the wicked; whey they march foy- N yoice, saying, how long, O Lerd, hol, 
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and true, dost thou not judge and a- 
venze our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth ? 

This is the prayer of glorified mar- 
tyrs for the destruction of the wicked. 
The punishment which God inflicts 
upon the wicked is not the payment 
of damages, but a proper token of bis 
disapprobation. Eloly bein.s desire 
God to punish the wicked; as ap- 
pears from the imspired prayers re- 
corded of Ueborah and Barak, Ehi- 
jah, Jeremiah, and in many of the 
Psalms as well a. that in the text; 
and from thei praising God for pun- 
ishing tne wicked, as recorded im the 


15th chap. of txodus, 32d of ieut- | 
1Ssth and 19th of Revela- ; 
Not | 


eronomy, 
tion. Why do they desire it ? 
because they have any maiticious feel- 
ings; nor any selfish feelings, they 
love their neighbor as themselves ; 
but, because they love holiness, love 
God because he is holy, and de- 


sire to see his holiness maniie ted :— | 


holiness is disapprobation of sm, and 
they wish to see God show a prover 


disapprobation of sin; in the destruc. 


tion of Pharaoh he appeared “ g'ori-', bor as ourselves, while we are any 


ous in holiness ;” because they love 


ly and true ;” he has said that he dis- 
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they never could know how much; 

they are saved from, but in seeing 
others sufler what they deserve. How 
long will holy bemgs desire God to 
punizh the wicked? As long as the 
sins they have already committed de- 
serve to be disapproved of; as long 
as they continue to commit new sins; 
as long as it is desirable that God 
should appear “ glortous im holiness;” 

as long as it is desirable that he should 
appear a God of truth; as long as it 
is desirable that he should exercise 
and manifest his glorious justice ; as 
long as it is desirable that the order 
and peace of the universe should be 
secured; and as long as it is desirable 
that the grace of God towards them 
that are saved should be made known. 
In view of this subject, sinners may 
see what they must come to, in their 
feelings, in order to be saved; they 
must feel just as holy beings do ; none 
can enjoy heaven, unless they have 
the same temper that is exercised 
there, and can join in the prayers and 
in the praises that are offered there ; 
it is vain to pretend to love our neigh- 


‘more willing to have God, treat him 
to have God appear to be a God “ ho- | 


\¢ 
| 


approves of sin, and they wish to see | 


him make it appear; he has pledged ' 
himself to punish the wicked, and they | 
wi-h to see him maintain his word —| 
because they love the justice of God; | 
it is an amiable attribute of God, in| 
their view, and they leve to sce it ex- | 
ercised, as well as his other attributes; 
because it will promote the highest 
good of the universe, to have all the 
divine perfections exercised in the 
most perfect manner, and displayed in 
the clearest light; they regard the 
good of the wicked, according to its 
worth, but they regard the highest 
good of the universe more, hecause it 
is worth more ; the punishment of the 
wicked, according to their deserts, 
will show the. greatness of the grace 
“of God, in providing a Seviour, aod 
m saving some of our guilty race ; 


as he deserves, than we are to have 
him treat us as we deserve. Impen- 
itent sinners may see what 1s before 
‘them; if they continue impenitent, 
as they are trying to co; with all their 
might, hardening their hearts, justify- 
ing themselves, and quarreling with 
(rod, and his justice, then the prayers 
of holy beings are against them, and 
will destroy them, as the prayers of 
the glorified martyrs did their perse- 
cuiors. Sinners ought to take care 
how they place any dependence upon 
the prayers which christians now 
make for their salvation; all ieal 
christians desire their salvation in it- 
self considered, but not unless they 
become reconciled to God, and love 
his justice, and love to have him dis- 
approve of sin; all real christians de- 
sire, that those who continue to op- 
pose God and his justice, should be 
“ disapproved of forever; and the pray- 

















“hs 


W 
to 
he 


ng 


s@ 


od 


Pe 


ld 





_ such a character as suits the natural | 


Sketch of a Year's Preaching. ey 


ers they now make for you will be an- 109. The same, repeated, 
swered in that disposal of you, if you 110. No. 31, repeated. 
‘persist In your presenttemper. Which 111. Did not our heart burn with- 


of you are unreconciled to the justice 
of God? Which of you are unpre- 
pared to join in the prayers and prais- | 00 tunes ? 

es of the saints in heaven? ‘Take P sae ; 

heed, lest you be of that number, | . The exhibition of the truths taught 
whom those’ prayers will destroy, and |in the scriptures warms the hearts of 
over whom those praises will be sung, | christians. ‘This appears from con- 
while the smoke of your torments as- | sidering, that the way to excite any 


eendeth up for ever and ever, and you | affection of the heart is to present its 
have no rest day nor night. 


in us, while he talked with us by the 
/ way, and while he opened to us the- 


proper object; that the truths taught 
in the scriptures are well adapted to 
104. Extemporary remarks on4cts | excite the feelings of christians ; and 
2. 37, 38. When sinners inquire | that the scripture saints are examples 
what they shall do, they should be di- |’ of it, the disciples in the text, Job, 
rected, as Peter directed them, to do} [saiah, Moses, the Psalmist, and oth- 
those things, which, if they do, will|| ers. If so, then, the exhibition of 
secure their salvation; and not be: the truths taught in the scriptures is 
put off with directions which they | the way to promote the edification of 
may follow, and be lost. They must || christians; to promote union among 
repent, believe in Christ, give their | christians ; to promote the strength 
hearts to God, and lead a life of holy! of the church; to promote a revival 
obedience, or they will perish for j of religion ; to promote the conver- 
ever. | sion of sinners, the proper objects of 
105. The fool hath said inhis heart, || christian affection must be before 
there is no God. tieir minds, in order to the beginning 
Ext2mporary. By the fool is meant | of holy atections : itis the best way 
the sinner. The feelings of his heart '° detect hypocrites and self de: eiv- 
are, that there should be no such God | €ts, Whose hearts are not warmed by 
as the Bible reveals. They are man- | “em 3 We see the wisdom and good- 
ifested by his unwillingness to receive ness ot (rod in appointing these truths 
the evidenee that there is such a God, | be preached ; we see why heaven 
and his setting up a different God, of | will be a happier place than this world, 
: tnose truths which now warm the 
heart. It is folly to do so, for lie will | hearts of christians wiil there be more 
soon find himself in the hands of that || Clearly seen, aud more strongly felt. 


God which the Bible reveals. Do our hearts burn within us, while 
| we hear the words of Jesus, & while 


106. Extemporary remarks on} tie scriptures are opened tous? If 
Psalm 2. The wicked try to throw not, “let us repent, and believe the 
off their obligation to the Lord and} ospel. 
his Christ; but in vain. Those who 
persevere in doing so, shall be broken 
with his iron rod. Let them be per- 
suaded to submit, before it is too late. means, that he had power to prevail 


107. No. 105, repeated. with God, by his prayer, to do what 
108. Extemporary remarks on| he,needed. The prayer by which 
Psalm 46. The people of God may || Jacob prevailed, was doubtless tie 
trust in him, in the way of duty ;— | offering up of holy desires, those 
though all the powers of earth and || which set up the glory of God as the 
hell should be arrayed agaiitet them. | supreme object, and made every thing 


4 


| 112. 48s @ prince hast thou power 
| with God. 


Jacob’s having power with God, 


| 
| 
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else subordinate to it; it was humble || tians have power with God, they are 
and penitent, acknowledging his own || responsible for the use, or neglect of 
unworthiness ; it was believing, he jit. Christians have no reason to fear 
had previously received an express || any other being, while they do their 
promise of protection, and he plead- || duty. Sinners -have reason to dread 
ed it ; it expressed contidence in the |) the influence of the prayers of chris- 


superior wisdom, goodness, and pow- || tians ; hoiy prayer does prevail, to 
er of God, and did not attempt to || save some and destroy others, as God 
dictate the time, way, or manner, in || sees best; the prayers of Moses, 
Which they should -be exercised ; it | and others, prevailed, to save the Is- 
was earnest and persevering ; he was |; raclites and destroy the Egyptians, to 
not willing to stop, till-he obtained ev~ || save Israel and destroy Amalek. We 
idence of his acceptance, nor till oth- || see why the great adversary should 
er duties called for attention. We || use so much art to entice christians 
see, ‘rom this example, that all chris- | to pray wrong; it destroys the influ- 
tians have power with God; where |! ence of their prayers against his 
they have express promises, like Ja- | cause, and ‘helps to advance it. Let 
cob, they may plead them, as he did, || us take heed that we be not deceived. 
with faith in the divine veracity ;— Ifthe thing should come to pass which 
| 





whe;e they have no such promises, | we have prayed for, let us not con- 
from the word of God, they may still || clude that our prayers have been right, 
plead for such things as appear to : asa matter of course 9 the right pray- 
them desirable, with faith in the divine || ers of others may have prevailed, 
wisdom and goodness, that God will || while ours may have been an abomi- 
certainly do what is best; holy, hum- | nation to the Lord. 

ble, penitent, beheving, Carnest, per- ' 113. Icall heaven and earth to ve- 
severing prayer, 1s never lost, it al-| 


| | | cord this day against you, that I have 
ways prevails, to the accomplishment hef 2 
yf, ae : es | set before you life and death, blessing 
of the thing immediately in view, or | and cursing ; therefore choose life 
that with which the christian will be || - : y 


better satisfied in the end, according | 
to the superior wisdom of his heaven- | 
jy Father, in which he trusts. We | 
see why selfish prayers cannot be ac- | 
ceptable to God; they have not the | 


' 


— eee 


The eternal salvation or perdition 
of every one depends on the choice 
which he makes for himself. By this 
1s meant, not that any one is, in any 
sense, independent of God; nor that 
God has no choice on the subject; 
nor that his choice will be frustrated ; 
but, that every individual does make 
a choice with which his eternal salva- 
tion or perdition is connected. What 


requisite qualifications ; though they 
is necessary to this? Itis necessary 


may be earnest and persevering, and | 
made with a determination not to stop, | 
without success; yet, they are not | 
holy, humble, and penitent, and they | 
express no faith in the divine wisdom 
and goodness We see the mistake || that we should be free moral agents ; 
that we should be as capable of choos- 
ing right as of choosing wrong ; that 
a way of salvation be provided ; that 
we have a period of probation ; the 
offer of salvation, on conditions which 
we are capable of performing; and 
that salvation be connected with some 
act or acts of choice to be performed 
by us, so that when wé have thus 
chosen our salvation shall be certain. 
Each of these is shown to. be true.. 


of supposing that submission excludes 
earnestness of desire; there cannot 
be any more submission than there is 
df earnest desire for the thing sub- 
mitted ; the prayer of Chiist in the 
garden is an example of this. We 
see the folly of pretending to trust in 
God, withouf using the means of his 
appointment ; that would be presump- 
tion, and not faith ; Jacob used other 
means, as well as prayer. If chris- 
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by the scriptures, and by the con- |} tempt 
sciousness of every man; and the | morial enmity against him ; 


f his authority ; because it is 
and be- 


perdition of those who are lost, is, In | cause it is destruction of the gcod of 


scripture, expressly ascribed to their | 
making a wrong choice. If our sal- 
yation is not now Secured, it 1s our 
own iault; sinners are unreasonable 
to complain ef God for their not be- 
iag converted, when it is their own 


‘| those who indulge tn it. 


} 


| God angry with the wicked ? 


choice that keeps them in the way to | 


death; unreasonable to complain of 
God for giving them that w hich they 
choose 


dened, and do all they can te harden 
themselves ; we see one reason why 


For what is 
Not 
for any thing that he himself does ; 


‘nor tor any thing that they cannot 


help; it is solely for thew. wicked 
choice ; for their treatment of God, 
of Christ, of his people, of their fel- 


| low sinners, and of themselves. — 


Then God is angry every day with 


e for themse!ves ; unreasonable | 
to complain of God for hardening j; 
them, when they choose to be har- 


us all, for our daily sins; the differ- 
ence is, he is anery with- sinners for 
all they do, and w - christians only 
fora part of what they do; if Goad is 


‘angry, for the reasons mentioned, 


every mouth will be stopped, every | 


one will be convinced that his own 


choice has ruined na 3 how great is | 
‘at the wicked, in every way he does 
‘express it, and the wicked are bound 


the folly of sinners, who all ‘choose 
the way to death, though warned of 
the consequences ; 
being must wish to have God able 
and inclined to cause some to choose 
lite; there is great reason to thank 


(rod for telling us that he is both; 


this is our encouragement to pray {or 
the conversion of sinners; it is a 


every benevolent | 
‘love God for hating sin, and for ex- 
pressing it as he does, is a mark of 


then all are bound to justify him in it, 
and to love him for it; ail are bound 
to love God for expressing his anger 


to do it, as well as others; not to 


the love of sin; who is on the Lord’s 


| 


very wrong representation of the doc- | 


trine of election, to say it is inconsist- 
ent with free azency, if God camnot 
cause men frecly to choose life, he 


cannot secure the salvation of ary ; | 


sinners, in opposing the doctrine of | 
election, are opposing the only ground | 
of hope that any of them will be sav- 

ed; how much more guilty are sin- }| 
ners under the gospel, than the heath- 
en; every choice you make is amaz- 
ingly important ; 


decide your character and state for. 


ever; choose life, without delay. 


114. God ts angiy with the w 
every day. 


What is meant by God’s being an- 
ary ? ? 
displeasure ; ; but holy displeasure, | 
hating sin, and disapproving of the | 
sinner for it. 
Because sin is wrong | 
in its own nature ; because it is con- | 


Not any malevolent or selfish } 


Why is God angry with | 


} 
| 


|| the extent of the atonement; 
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side? and who is against him? Is 


| God angry with you, all the time? 
and wil you continue to provoke 


him ? 


115. To testify the gospel of the 
grace of God. 


The gospel is good news of par- 
_doning mercy to “euilty man. We 
need to know our guilt, and the rem- 


edy; as “by the :aw is the knowl- 


| 


| what kind of love is required, and. 
the next one may 


| edge of sin,” we need to know our 
obligations to God and our neighbor, 


why, and under what penalty; the 
nature and extent of human depravi- 


ty; the motives of God in providing 
se | a remedy ; ; what the way of salvation, 


|1s; the character of the Redeemer; 
who 
are invited to accept of mercy; on 
what terms ;, whether we are able to 
| perform the conditions ; when we are 
required to perform them; how the 
offer is treated; whether God will do 
any thing more: whether he will 


make all willing,.or only a part: what 
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change must take place in us; Wy || has appointed a day of judgment. Ii 
Whose agency, and Sy what means, | is a mistake to Suppose sinners under 


that change 1s accomplished ; what | 
are the ‘evidences of it: ° whollabe 
there is any certainty that the change | 
wil be abiding ; waxt will be the con- | 


sejuences, aiter deat, of having ex- | 


perienced tais change, and of not 
having sei ed it: and what is 
the great design of ‘od in this whole | 
work, nee what connexion his other 
works have with it. ~ All this must 
be shown, in fully making known the | 
gospel of the grace of God. Then, 
every gospel! sermon must be such as 
to bring into view some of these 

truths ; no man can be said fully to 
preach the gospel, unless he preaches | 
all these truths ; no man can be said 


to embrace the gospel, unless he em- | 
braces all these truths, as far as he’ 
those who are. 
unwilling to lear any of these truths, | 


knows what they are ; 


are wnwilli ing to hear shin gospel; many 
are greatly deceiv ed, in thinking they | 


are willing to hear the gospel, and_ 


love to hear it, while they are unwil- 
ling to hear those truths of which the 


gospel consists; such persons are | 
wronging their own souls, for the day | 


is coming in which God shall judge 
the secrets of men according to the 
gospel. Let all be exhorted to re- 
pent, and helieve the gospel. 

116. The foolishness of fools is folly. 

The train of thought is similar to 
that in No. 97. 

117. Aad they went out and preach- 
ed thai men should repent. 


What is repentance ? 
sin ; but not from fear of punishment, | 
or hope of reward ; 


Sorrow for | 


nor remorse of: 
conscience ; nor wishing ov the whole | 


i) 
| nothing tion exercise repentance, it is 


nothing but remorse of conscience, 
|| or sorrow for sin from fear of punish- 
| ment; it is vain to try to excuse our. 
| selves, by saying we cannot repent; 
|| God knows what ability he has given 
| us, and he requires us to repent. 
| W ill you comply ? or wil) you refuse, 
| and risk the consequences " “Ttisa 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.” 

What is implied in preaching re- 
pentance! The nature of the duty 
| must be pointed out; the things to 

be repented of must be made known ; 
and the duty must be enforced by the 
proper motives. We must repent of 
all sin, and must therefore know what 
things are sin. Sin is transgression 
of the law; what does the law re- 
quire ? what does it forbid? To dis- 
cover and repent of every sin, we 
must know all that is implied in the 
gospel, as stated last Sabbath, (sce 
No. 115,) and repent of our sins 
againt every part. Preaching repent- 
ance fully, is preaching the whole 
gospel; the performance of this duty 
implies the performance of every du- 
ty; and this shows the reason why 
liv: and is sometimes mentioned 
| alone as the condition of salvation, 
ve the performance of every du- 


| 


SS 


| 
! 
| 


| 
| 
! 
\ 


ty is necessary. How great and 
manifold are our sins! Sins against 
God, against the Lord Jesus Christ 

against “the Holy Spirit. against the 
| people of God, against our fellow 
sinuers, against ‘ourselves, against the 
Bible, and against divine ordinances. 
| Are professors of religion doing their 
duty to sinners around them? How 





| 





that we had done ditiere atly ; - but sor- || long will sinners refuse to repent, cud 
row for sin on account of its own na- | humble themselves before God 2 





ture, loathing and abhorring ourselves | a : | 
for it. Why ought men to repent | LIS. To a Bible Class. Jind tha 
1 from a child thou hast known the Holy 


Dd 
pecause all sin is voluntar it 1s | 
wt ae : 3 | Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wrong in itself; it is a violation of the | 
wise unto salvation. 


divine commands ; coutinuance in it | | 
is slighting the divine mercy; God | It is important that the young 
will punish it, if not repented of: he | should acquire a correct knowledge 
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instruction. Will you now give God 


' and uniform. None can be a chris- 


_the example of Christ, leads a holy | 


|) there any command of God, to which 
} you are not disposed to yield ready 
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‘of the scriptures, because first ampres- ficient in prayer? Are you wanting 


gions’ are most lasting ; the mind is | in meekness under injuries? Do you 
the most susceptible of impressions ; || refise to exercise forbearance, for- 
more free from perplexing cares ; if | giveness and condescension? Are 
correct notions are not imbibed, in- || you wanting m a lowly, modest, retir- 
correct ones will be, and correct in- ing temper? Are you worldly mind- 
struction alterwards be less profitable; ||}ed? Are the children of God your 
a correct knowledge of the scriptures |, chosen companions, in whom is all 
will be a guard ayainst immorality ; | your delight ! Are you consistent in 
and against soul ruining errors ; be- || every part of the christian character ? 
cause truth is the instrument of sanc- || Are you uniform in your temper and 
tification and salvation, and error of 1 conduct? Does your zeal bleze out, 
destruction ; and because it is by the and then expire? Are you growing 
truth we shall be judged in the great { in conformity to the image of Christ? 
day. How important is early piety, | If you are wanting in these things, it 
which prepares the heart to receive is a dark sign against you ; no confi- 
| dence is to be put in that experience 

your heart ? which does not produce a conformity 
|| to Christ; we have no right to ex- 

‘press a good opinion of the piety of 
those who do not bear the image of 
The temper which the Lord Jesus | Christ; there is reason to believe 
manifested, was one which led to love ; that a very large proportion of those. 
holiness and hate sin, to honor God, ; who profess religion are not chris- 
to obey his commands, to rejoice in | tians. Let us examine ourselvex 
his sovereignty, to be merciful and) Have you the temper of Christ? 
compassionate, disinterested, submis- | “Take heed that ye be not deceiv- 

sive, prayerful, meek, forbearing, for- || ed,” 


giving, condescending, lowly, modest, 120. Remember now thy Creator iw 
retiring, heavenly minded, affectionate |} 4}. days of thy youth. 


and tender to his disciples, consistent, || yi. oon: to remember, with auit 
5 : 7 r 


; , || able affections of heart, his power, 
tian unless he possesses the same || ,. . . . 

| his goodness, his omnipresence, his 

l 


119. If any man have not the spirit 
of Christ, he 1s none of his. 











temper that Christ did, because none { 
can be a christian unless he is renew- || 

ed after the moral image of Christ, | 
obeys the precepts of Christ, follows 


tience and long suffering, his justice, 
his immutability; remember to love 
him, to pray to him, to trust in him, 
|and to keep all his commandments. 


life, and is persevering in obedience | 
1 2 > 
to all God’s commands; each of | Why should you do it now? Because 


which implies the same temper which | there in noting to hinder yom Cane 
Christ possessed. Are you living in | 
sin? Bo you refuse to make the glo- 1 for page ac i pgp: 
ry of God your supreme object? Is veg kort BOW 5, SORT: Peay We ee 
| safe guard against making shipwreck 
| of all your hopes for this world as 
obedience? Have you no heart | well as the next ; it will render the 
rejaice with Clirist in the divine sov- maintenance of a consistent christian: 
course more easy and certain; now 
‘is the accepted time ; to-morrow may 
| be too late. 





ereigity’ Do you feel no compas- 
Sion for the miserable, nor for perish- 
ing sinners? Are you selfish in your 
feelings and aims? . Are you wanting | 121. Son of man, what is the vine 
fn submission to God? Are you de- || tree more than any tree, or thana 


nfinite knowledge, his mercy, his pa-. 


| it now, if you will; God is worthy of’: 
it now ; it is a suitable employment- 


etiam emit gen mene anni acta ai 
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4zust in a false experience; those 
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branch which is among the trees of the || Not a” new understanding, nor any 


forest? Shall wood be iaken thereof to | other new faculty, nor any thing in- 


do any work ? Gi will men take a pin || voluntary ; but, simply, a new choice. 
of it to hang any vessel thereon? Be- || What is meant by the sinner’s mak- 
hold, at 1s cast into the fire for fuel. | ing himseif a new heart? Not that 

Sinners are fit for nothing, but to he is, in any sense, independent ; nor 
be cut down, and made fuel for the | that he causes his Own exercises ; nor 
fire of God’s wrath. Illustrated in |, that he does any thing previous to re- 
4 similar train of thought as No. 24. i generation which induces God to 

122. The expectation of the wicked | yAn8° ius Aearts Dut, simply, mae 
shall perish. | : ng cee : poe) - Cc —. ne it 
The expeciations of sinners are lia- | Por oe h a eee a “The 
ble to perish ; because, the sufficien- | ae ; h = _— : all his self . 
cy of the atonement does not secure jj er has power to make himseil a 


their salvation: nor any decree of | BCW heart, that is, he has now all 
“anit ies. ern , 7 fawak. || ose powers and faculties which 
SMONCEBE 5 NOL RNY COBTCE OF ENE | would be exercised in making himself 
ening oF conviction ; nor any impen-}} os ot or in making a rigghit 
2 : . b 5 P® . . " , , ’ c 
tant nome - striving or prayers 5 1! choice ; for, he has power to perform 
nor any thing'they Wo while romaine! 4. common actions of life; waith he 
. . . “ 2 on y VM as ba . a 9 , 
re adh coe a a a does perform; no one is thought un- 
y P able to perform these, because he is 


than not ; because, the number of the 
. : 'not independent in them, because he 
impenitent has always been greater : r 

‘ does not cause himself to perform 


than of the penitent ; it is so now; itis Shiai” wae Kania Sh Bans aes 
likely to be so, as long as the present : ge me 
ee ia OTe ae YT |i before them to induce God to cause 
generation lasts; in christian lands, him to perform them ; and in perform- 
the number of those who appear to ing them, he does from time to time 
° ie . = , . 19 3 

be pious is much less than the num- k intno diff f 
ber who appear to be sinners; and || ™2@*° 2 New choice, a a eo 
— sar _ what he had made before: God com- 

the text teaches it. What classes of bi Wheels 
sinners are there, whose expectations nee, eee Meee, eee 
Se ee cae hike ty i a > || new heart, but he does not command 
hose aia : x - aa — ae them to create a world, which they 
nose wno a stitute of tne light : ee 
of a sot ar aes wre oidheaal* ie are unable to do: God uses motives 
{ Ss } : x W J . S * v 

meer P oi eas pas ; with men, to pursuade them to make 
fanda - Sa o ial i i ail | themselves a new heart, saying “* why 
ahs ae ae a will ye die?” but he does not use mo- 
ina form of godliness; those who tives to persuade men to create a 


world: The sinner has power to per- 
form wicked actions, for he dees per- 
form them, and in it he exercises the 
same faculties that he would in ma- 
, ss aes Bical king a new heart; the same faculties 
Seat abe, prone ‘a aaiae are exercised m making a wrong 
5 »tmMo gospe ine y . A : : . 
have ccased to produce any alarm in Hea Bee erty ~~ maoee 9 
heir minds; and those who have |j 'S a CROPOC 2 OMS .paye Come 
wi old in sin. What occasion with the command, and made them- 
have sinners in this place to tremble ! | selves pew heart, coppeme oe 
what occasion haye christians to trem- stead 01 choosing ph ie 9 3 ee d 
slid: Reset acnene 9 “| done: Do you say, God has conse 
ae therm to do it! True; but he could 
not have caused them to do it, unless 
they were previously able; he could 
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who have been awakened, once and 
avain, and have become stupid; those 
who have been the subjects of con- 
viction, and have become hardened 





123. Make you a new heart. 
What is meant-by a new heart? 





oy $e 











‘ri — —s ne 








Ww ve NN _ 


‘ 


Sketch of a Year's Preaching’. 


not cause a brute animal to do it, re- || to pray to God ; 


ee ete 


369 


every time any pray 


maining a brute, because he has not | for the Holy Spirit to renew or sanc- 


the nec pape’! faculties : 
of man’s 


new heart, impeaches the divine char- } agency : 
acter, by charging him with requiring | the same directions that the 


natural impossibilities ; it tends to | 
prevent conviction of sin, and to de- | 
stroy the souls of men. Why, then, 
is itnecessary that God should change 
the sinner’s heart? it is necessary, 
not because the sinner neglects to do 
it, or is unwilling to do it, for when he 
is willing, and when he does it the 
agency of God is not excluded ; but, 
it is necessary that God should change 
the sinner’s heart, because the sinner 
is dependent as well as active; God 
causes him to choose, and he choos- 
es; and when he chooses right, it is 
he that chooses right, while it is God 
that causes him to choose right. We 
see, that it is equally proper to say 
that God changes the heart of the 


sinner, and that the sinner changes | | 


his own heart; we see the consisten- 


cy of dependence. and free a gency, | 


God turns the sinner, and the sinner | 





The denial || tify the heart, they acknowledge the 
s ability to make himself aj) consistency of dependence and free 


It is proper to give sinners 
sible 


gives, and not to invent others : it is 


| | dangerous to represent sinners as un- 
able to make a new heart ; 


its tenden- 


_cy is to absolve them from their obli- 


turns, God causes him to love, and he | 
loves, God causes him to repent, and | 
he repents, God causes him to believe, | 


and he believes, God causes him to 


walk in his statutes, and it is he that | 
walks in God’s statutes: It is Proper | 
to pray to “tod to change the sinner’s | 


heart, and at the same time to exhort |) 


the sinner to comply with the divine 
command to make himself a new 
heart ; 
changes the sinner’s heart, 
the sinner does not change his own 
heart, must, to be consistent, pray to || 
God, but not ex hort tne sinner ; 


commands in the text; many are thus |) 
consistent with themselves, but incon- 
sistent with the scriptures : 


those who suppose that God || 
but that 


or if | } 
they exhort the sinner at all, it must | 
be to do something else than what God | 


} 


1 
Those |: 


who suppose that the sinner changes |, 
als own heart, but that God has no | 
agency or determination about it, |) 


a .. . 
must, to be consistent with them- 


selves, exhort the sinner, but refuse i 


cording to its importance. 


} ° ° , 

' gations to obey the command in the 
'text, and to prevent conviction and. 
conversion : 


It is proper to make ex- 
ertions to promote a revival of reli- 
gion, to pray to God, and to exhort 
sinners, for they are, at the same time, 
dependent and active: Let sinners be 
exhorted to obey the command in the 
text; the plea of the slothful servant 
will not avail you, but it may destroy 


| you. for ever. 


124. Funeral of a child. Js it well 
with thee? Is it well with thy husband ? 
Is it well with thy child? And she said, 


it is well. 


The afflictions which men endure 
flow from the goodness of God. By 
his goodness is meant his disinterest- 
ed, universal. and impartial regard to 
every being. and every object, ac- 
Afilictions 


all come from the hand of God, let 


them be by what instrumentality they 


may: they cannot flow from any ma- 
levolent feelings in him, for he has 
none; nor from indifference to the 


welfare of his creatures; they must 
flow from his goodness. 
unequal manner in which they are 
| distributed in this world is no objec- 
| tion against the universality of his 
providence ; 
ishment of some is no proof that God 
is deficient in wisdom, in goodness, 
or in power ; 
from afilictions now, is no certain 
proof that God has a peculiar regard 
for them; nor is the accumulation of 
aMfictions proof of it. for it may be 
from regard to the good of others, 
that we 
cient reasen for cordial and unresery- 


Then the 


the endless sin and pun- 


the exemption of any 


are afflicted: there is suffi- 
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ed submission to God; there is rea- 
son to be thankiil for afflictions ; itis 
probable that they are oiten sent upon 
christians in answer to prayer; when 
God sends afilictions, he lays us un- 
der obligation to im rove them, and 
we 8 should be more solicitous to do 
this, than to have them removed. 


125. Itis I; be not afraid. 


Extemporary. Christ often presents 
himself to his people, in his’ provi- 
dence, in a manner that terrifies them; 
nevertheless, they have no cause to 
be terrified, but to trust in his wisdom, 
and goodness, and power ; and to re- 
joice in him, under ail circumstances. 


126. Preparatory. Wherefore sec- 
ins we are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
estile every weight, and the sin which 
doih so easily beset us, aud let us run 


wilh patience the race that ts set be- | 


fore us. 


The race set before us, begins by 
reconciliation to God, ts coutinued in 
the exercise of every christian grace, 
and in the discharge of every chris- 
tian duty. We must love God su- 
premely, our neighbor impartially, re- 
sist temptations, discharge painful du- 


ties, bear reproach and suffering for | 


the truth’s sake, contend earnestly for 
the faith once elereeusl to the saints, 


lead a life of watchfulness and prayer, | 


and seek to promote the best good of | 
the church. Some are easily beset | 
by indolence, the love of ear thly o -at- 
fications, a disposition to foolish talk- 
ing, evil speaking, revenge, self in- 
terest, self will, the fear of man, the 
love of applause, and a high opinion 
of themselves. We have many wit- 
nesses of our conduct, God, holy an- 
gels, evil angels, christians who are 
disposed to be faithful, those who are 
disposed to backshide, moral sinners, |; 
immoral sinners, the enemies of truth, 
careless sinners who admit the truth 
but do not feel it. awakened sinners, |! 
and our own cinidren. Let us 
how all taese are ailected by our con- 


ham 
F wail because of him. Even 30, 
I 


| 
| 
| 


think | 
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duct, and run the race set before us, 
according to divine direction. 


127. Communion. Behold, he com- 
eth with clouds: and every eye shail 
see him, and they also which pierced 

and all kindreds of the earth 


Amen. 


We are to celebrate the death of 
Christ, tll he come. He will come, 
when the state of religion is low, 
when the mass of mankind are in the 
| most profound security, he will come 


| with power and great glory, and the 
| earth and all that is thercin will be 


| burnt up. His enemies will wail, be- 
‘cause all their earthly schemes will 


| be at an end, their day of probation 


will be closed, they will be conscious 
that the judge is their enemy, that. 
they deserve all that he can inflict 
upon them. tha: he has been witness 
to all their conduct, that he is prompt- 
ed by goodness to punish them, they 
will have a clear recollection of all 
their abused mercies, their selfish de- 
sires will continie as keen as ever, 
with the prospect of being always 
mortified, and they will see the cause 
they have opposed completely tri- 
umphant, and all their efforts against 
it turned to its greater promotion. 
The friends of Christ will then lift up 
their heads and rejoice, because the 
triumphing of the wicked is ended, 
the sufferings of the church are end- 
ed, the patrence of God is to be no 
more abused, the Lord Jesus is to be 
ino more made light of, he is now to 
have the complete reward of his suf- 
'ferings, the grace of the gospel will 
‘now be seen to the best advantage, 
both in them that are saved and 
| 


through them that perish; they will 
| rejoice in all the way by which the 
| Lord hath brought them, in the wis- 
‘dom and goodness of all that God 
‘has done, in the most perfect exer- 
| cise and display of God’s perfections, 
| Justice, mercy, sovereignty, all ;. they 
will reioice in being completely deliv- 
ered from sin, and “they will join with 
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the Lord Jesus in pronouncing the | 
final sentence, and will cordially say | 


amen, when they see its execution. | 
'| need to pray God to open their minds 


How should we be affected by the 
coming of Christ, if he should now | 
appear! What would you do? the | 
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| afflictions, and need to pray for sup- 
port under them, and grace to improve 
‘them; all need divine instruction, and 


to receive it; all are exposed to death, 
| and need to pray that they may be 


old, the middle aged, and the young $ | | prepared; and all are going to the 


those who have been awakened, and | 
those who have despised the yospel? | 


Whit would professors of religion do ! 


would you be so negligent in self ex- | 


amination, watchfulness, and prayer, 


so indifferent to truth, so neglectiul of | 
the souls of others, and so ready to) 


excuse yourselves from the periorm- 


ance of duty? Let us ali act witha) fi 


wise reference 
128. JF w: ll, 


to that day. 
therefore, that ien 


”~ she thane idee HH 
pray every where, liftine up holy | § 


hands, without wrath and doub! ine. 


All persons ought to pray, because | 
all are creatures of God, om should 
acknowledge it, say ing “dur fa- 


ther ;” all are made ‘for his g gory, and 
ought to scek it, saying, ‘ naliowed || 
be thy name ;”’ and are under fis gov- | 
ernment, and ought to pray, “thy | 
kingdom come ;” all are at his dis- | 


posal, and should pray, “ thy will be | 
all need the supply of their | 
daily wants, and should pray, “ give. 


done 3? 


us this day our daily bread 3” all have 


sinned, and should pray, “ forgive us | 


our trespasses, as we forgive those | 
that trespass against us ;” all are ex- 
posed to temptation, and need to pray, 
‘lead us not into temptation ;” all | 
are in danger from the wiles of the | 
devil, and need to pray, “ deliver us | 
from the cvil one ;”’ 


all need the Holy Spirit, and ought to 
ask for it ; 
friends, and ought to ask a blessing 
for them ; 
terprise, and need to ask God’s bles- 
sing upon it; all have duties to per- 
form, and neéd to ask grace to per- 
form them; all have privileges to im- 
prove, and need to pray for grace to 
improve them ; 


all receive favors | 
from God, and ought to thank him ; 


all have connexions and | 


all are engaged in some en- | 


all are liable to injuri- | 
ous treatment, and ought to pray for 
such as injure them ; all are liable to |i ners to pray without repentance fo: 


judgment seat, and need to make the 
Judge their friend. How must all 
| men pray? With love to God, a sin- 
ere desire for his glory, a cordial ap- 
probation of his government, a wil- 
lingness to be at his disposal, a sense 
of their dependence, repentance for 
sin and forgiveness of others, watch- 
ulness against temptation, distrust of 
| themeelves, thankfulness to God, 
| sense of ill desert, need of the Holy 
Spirit. regard for the welfare of oth- 
| er ieeiniee the hand of God im all 
| the concerns of life, a disposition to 
| discharge every Cuty, acknowledging 
our obligation to improve privileges, a 
| disposition to render good for evil, 
| patil nee undér afflictions, and a dis- 
| position to re-eive divine imstruction. 
‘These things are necessary, to pray 
1 sincerely for the things before men- 
| tioned: we must als so pray with iaith 
in Christ, who is the medium of ac- 
| cess to the Father, with a disposition 
to persevere, without bemz displeased 
| at God’s delaying to answer, and 
| ** without doubting’ his ability, his 
faithfulness, his wisdom or goodness, 
in confidence that he will do that 
which is most for his glory, and thus 
| fulfil the s:peme desire of all that 
love him. ihe fact, that the prayers 
of the wicked are an abomination, is 
no excuse for their not praying; they 
would not be so, if made according to 
divine direction; our not feeling the 
spirit of prayer is no excuse; when 
we say that the prayers of the wicked 
are an abomination, it is unfair to rep- 
| resent us as saying that they are not 
| under obiigation to pray ; we say they 
nust pray, and do it aright; we see 
| why the prayers of the wicked are an 
abomination, they have not the requi- 
sites of right prayer; to direct sin- 
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repentance, without faith for faith, 
and without love for love, is not direct- 
ing them right; they should be direct- 
ed to pray wiih repentance, faith, and 
love, ‘‘ lifting up holy hands ;” it is a 
great delusion for sinners to suppose 
they are seeking religion, & praying for | 
it; the disobedient child might as well 
say, he is seeking obedience, and pray- 
ing for it; we see why sinners are 
not fit to fill any situation in life; ev- 
ery situation has its duties, which | 
need grace to perform them, and they 
are not disposed to pray for it; you 
will not pray with repentance, for you | 
will not repent, nor with love to God, 
for you will not give your heart to him, | 
nor with faith in Christ, for you will | 
not believe on him, nor with submis- 
sion to God, for you will net submit 
to him, nor with faith in God, for you 
have no confidence in his wisdom and 
soodness, you are not willing he | 
should do what he sees most for his | 
glory; you are in a greadful state, | 
and must perish, if you continue in it. 

129. Mat. 13. 24—30. Parable of | 
the tares and wheat. 

The tares are the children of the 
wicked one, and are, at least, to be | 
gathered out of Christ’s kingdom. 
‘There is reason to believe that false 
professors are mingled with the true, 
in the visible church; from the difh- 
culty we find in judging of mcu’s 
hearts by the experience they tell; 
because we are not sufficiently care- 
ful in the admission of members, ex- 
aminations are usually very slight, 


‘and almost all wi:o apply are received; 


many do make shipwreck of their 
character; the discipline of the 
church is not so administered as to 
exclude false professors; there are 


many inducements to those who are | 


not christians to belong to the pala 
and to enter the ministry; the view 

which are commonly entertained of 
christian experience are lax and in- 
discriminating ; there is great igne- 
rance of the doctrines of the gospel, 
and little disposition to try any by 
them; the belief and love of error is 


|| natural to the human heart, and it is 
|not regarded now with that abhor- 
rence which is expressed towards 

by scripture saints ; and many decla- 
rations of scripture lead us to expect 
it will be so; as, the text, the wise 
and foolish virgins, the net that gath- 
ered of every kind, “many will say, 
| Lord, Lord,” whose pretensions will 
be rejected. These eonsiderations 
lead us to conclude, that there is a 
large proportion of tares among the 
wheat, at the present day. The tares 
are sometimes discovered now ;— 
through the influence of the tempta- 
tions of the world; the love of pop- 
ularity ; by faithful preaching, which 
they will not endure; by the efforts 
necessary to support and spread the 
| gospel, from which they shrink; by 
| persecution for rightcousness’ cake, 
| which they avoid ; “by the difficulties 
| W hich arise in Aeiaabien s ; by worldly 

|| prosperity ; and by afflictions, which 
| they do not bear like christians. It is 
| not to be canon that these things 
discover all; but Christ will make a 
| thorough separation, in due time. He 
knows the hearts of all; his own hon- 
or requires it; the happiness of his 
| people requires it; justice to hypo- 
| crites and self deccivers requires it ; 
g the divine veracity requires it. 


SNES ~ 





| 





How important that we should faith- 
fully examine ourselves; that we 
should be faithful to each other; he. 
creat is the sin of flattery, in religious 
matters ; how important that the ris- 
ing generation should be thoroughly 
instructed ; how important that the 
heart searching aud svul trying truths 
of the gospel should be fully and 
| faithfully preached ; itis a dark sign 
when any are unwilling to be searched 
and tried; it is a dark sign for the 
cause of religion at large, that there 
s || 1s so little disposition to discriminate, 
| and that so many are dtsposed to cry, 
| peace, peace ; how solemn will be the 
day, when every one shall be tried, 
| and the secrets of all hearts exposed ! 
| Who can stand in that day ? 
Sept. 17, 1826, We 





























Remarks on Querist. 373 
For the Christian Repository. | while yet “‘the press is open,” let him 
MR. EDITOR, | give fully, and clezrly, and definitely, 
I perceiy e, in the Sept. number of | | his own views, and then the way will 
your useful miscellany, fiity-one ques- | _be open. 
tions on the prayer of faith, by (querist. | Almost all that I have seen written 
Many of these questions are very in- | on this subject, except it may be from 
genious, and in all of them, it is clearly | those whose views the Querist seems 
to be seen, that the subject, under vari- | to oppose, has rather been an effort at 
ous aspects, has much occupied the | pulling down a system which some 
mind of the writer. While it gives me | have. proposed, than proposing and 
no small pleasure to see this imperiant |, endeavouring to establish the system 
subject brought once more, under the | authorised in the scriptures. It is well 
eye of the Christian public, | confess known that it is easier to pull down a 
that there is a little abatement to that house than to build one: to find fault 
pleasure, from the spirit that seems to | with systems, than to propose and 
be exhibited in some of them: a spirit || confirm them. Now if the views 
which, I hope, was rather the result | which the Querist seems to combat, 
of the deep interest of the writer in his | are in bis opinion wrong, and unscrip- 
subject, than the sober feeling of his || tural, and that they are not, I cannot 
heart. ' undertake to say, as he does not un- 
It is not my intention to answer the | der.ake to state them ; let him give us 
questions proposed by the Querist, | fairly and fully his views. Who can 
but simply to propose a short method | tell, whether they might not be such, 
of conducting this discussion, which | as would both enlighten and satisfy 
if followed, might bring the whole |; the minds of Christians on the subject. 
matter fairly before the Christian com- | Whilst he complains of some for 
munity, and be the means of enlight- || maintaining “an inflexible silence” 
ening the minds of many who are ' andrefusing “to enter into a discus- 
anxiously enquiring on this subject. || sion of the subject ;” and yet he thinks 
The Querist proposes his questions | they have advanced their opinions so 
“to those who embrace the theory | far that their theory has become a 
Which has recently become prevalent | preva'ent one, and it seems that he 
on the prayer of faith.” Now what | understands it too ; let him not in his 
this theory 1s, we are not told. That | turn “ maintain an inflexible silence,” 
it must be a very complex and unset- | when ‘“ the press is open,” and with- 
tled theory, if it is any theory at all, |! hold his theory on prayer. These 
would certainly appear obvious, to any | remarks are made, Mr. Editor, by one 
one who should read the questions by | who feels an honest and deep solici- 
the Querist. His questions lock | tude on this subject; and no man 
more like beating the air, than a fair | would be better pleased than himself, 
system of attack, upon well known to see it discussed with a spirit of 
and settled points of opinion. It ap- | Christian love and forbearance. 
pears to your correspondent, that the || If those whose views seem to be 
most ‘ prevalent” theory on the pray- | opposed by the Querist have used 
1 
| 
| 





er of faith, taking the Christian com- | some untender expressions such as 
that some ** Ministers are theorizing 


munity at large, | is to have no theory.| ! 
at all. I should be exceedingly plea- || souls to hell,” this is no reason that 


sed, if the Querist or some other wri- || ‘the Querist and those who think with 
Yer would give us some theory on the || him should not “ possess,” their 
prayer of faith, and as the Querist, “souls in patience.” Now I would 
complains, that those Bag he is || propose that the Querist should let us 
P ce ; 
combatting ‘ maintam an a know his own views. We have had 
ailence”’ with regard to their views, enough of combat on thig subject. 
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Let the “ prevalent theory” and ev- |; and perhaps all that profess to believe 


ery other theory be laid aside tor tae | 
time being, aud let us be shown as | 
distinctly as may be, what the Bible | 
says on this subject. Let it be told. 
us, what prayer is ? what expectations | 
we are to have when we p iy, 


regards the subject for wixh we 


pray ? what encouragements we have |, 
if any, to pray with an expectation of 


being heard in the things for which 


is, W vhether it is taught im the bible or 


any promise that God will hear us 
when we pray! and if so 
such promise or something else, is the 





| in one God would do the same. 


as it || explanations 


And 
| perhaps if we never entered into any 


further explanations, no one would ev- 
| er perceive that there was any differ- 


ence between us on the subject. But 
must sometimes be 
made ; and they need to be made oft- 
en, to prevent mistakes. 

I believe that the glory of God con- 


| sists in the most perfect exercise and 
we pray, whether there is any such | display of all his attributes; aud that 


thing as the prayer of faith ? if there | 


ne system of events now in operation, 


‘| was arranged, by infinite wisdom, 
not? and where? whether we have || 


from eternity.in the best manner, toac- 


i complich thatend. I believe thatsome 


ther. 


men are to be saved, through Christ, 
that mercy may be exercised i in them ; 


a 


*. Tod 
- Be 





ground of faith? If tie “Que rist or 
seme one else will give us his views, 


and that as many are to be thus say- 
ed as are necessary to the most per- 


without reference to any ‘ prevalent | 


theory,” on this subject, your corres- 
pondent would be much obliged, and 
if any thing should be said, which in 


|} vine attribute. 


fect exercise and display of that di- 
And ! believe thut 
some men are to be lost, and treated 
forever according to their deserts, that 


his view, the scriptures will not war- | Justice may be exercised in them ; and 
rant, he will endeavour in the spirit of | that as many are to be thus lost as are 
Elihu, should an abler pen refuse to | necessary to the most perfect exercise 
write, to give his opinion. , and display of that divine attribute. 


{ 


Yours, &e. And I believe that the individuals to 
A Layman. | compose each class were decided by 
= @ uve | the divine sovereignty, in such man- 


ry | 
Vor the Utica Christian Repository. ner as was necessary to the most per- 
‘PRAYER OF FAITH. 
| 





fect exercise and display of that di- 
Concluded from page 351.) 
pas 
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uD, 


= 
= 


’ 


vine attribute. I suppose that what- 
The different views ome of the | soever comes to pass was decreed 


from eternity, because it was most for 
the glory of God; in the sense ex- 
plained, that every event should come 
to pass just as itdoes. Having this 
view of the glory of God, and believ- 
ing it wisest and best that God should 
be most perfectly glorified, and t'at 
infinite goodness requires it, and that 
it is God’s determination so to order 
all events as to secure the most per- 
fect exercise and display of all his 
periections, I feel bound to pray, in 
all cases, with an ultimate referencp, 
to this, and with asupreme desire that 
this may be done. And this is the 


prayer of faith, by me and my neigh- | 
bor, appear to me necessarily to lead 
us to diflerent views of the moral cha- 
racter of God. He speaks of it as 
infinitely holy; and so do If. 
do Arminians, Antinomians, Univer- 
salists, Socinians, Deists, Mahome- 
tans, and Jews. 


goodness are the same. But, what is 
goodness‘ ¢ Perhaps we sould agree 
m saying, that the goodness of God 
is a disposition to do that which is w I- | 
sest and best. And perhaps we should. 
acroe that it is wisest and best for God | 


And so' 


And perhaps we. 
should all agree too, that lioliness and 


a 


to make his own glory the object of reason why I feel bound,to pray for 


his supreme regard. Perhaps I and | 
my neighbor should agree thus far : 


the conversion of a sinner, as well as 


for every thing else, with submission. 
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, tf it be thy will, if it be for 


saying 
thy glory, uf it seem g: ood j in thy s 
and the like 
knowing wheter it is best that that 
sndividual sinner should be conv verted | 





or not. I know not but that he may | 
be one of those whom the most = 
fect exercise and display of the di- 
vine justice requires to have lost. I 
know not but that if 1 could save him, 
by my prayer, ae I do not think 
I can,) and should do it, I should find 
at last, that beauty of the divine jus- 
tice was by that means pa’ tly hid un- 
der a cloud, and that his destruction 
was Wauting-in order to its most per- 
fect display. 
by which [ can decide. I know that 
his individual happiness is highly de- 
sirable in itself, and that [ ought to 
regard it highly, and desire it earnest- 
ly, and pray for it perseveringly, and 
do all I can to secure it, as long as 
God allows me soto do. But f know 
also, that the glory of God’s justice 
is a greater good than the happiness 
of this sinner, and that I ought to re- 
gard it more, and desire it more earn- 
estly, and choose, that if one or the 
other mist be given up, tt should be 
that which ts of the least moo tance. 
And hereis the place for the exercise 
of my faith in God. IT mist commit 
him into Svod's haads, in the ‘ui! con- 
fideace that Grod will make tat dispo- 
sal of him wiich his own giory re- 
quires, aad choose that he sold, 
But it appears to me that the theo- 
ry of my neigabor must levl him 
away from me, in these things. He 
believes that he is bound to pray for 
the conversion of every sinner , belier- 
ino that it will be done. And Shain must 
lead him to take the ground which | 
Arminians and Universalists take, with 
revacd to the will of God. and the glo- 
ry of God. He says, there is no need 
to say. in praying for spiritual bless- | 
ings, if it be thy will, if it be for thy | 
glory, and the like; but “we are to 
come boldly to the throne of grace, 
with 20 reservation, with no hesitation, 


{ have no meatie: of Nj in the death of the wicked ; 


I have no information | 


. 
far | 
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1 apbjoct He has expressly said, and 
outh, that he has no plenttive 
but that 
| he turn from his way and live.” The 
phrases, if it be thy will, if it be for 
| thy glory, do, indeed, convey an idea 
that it is uncertain to us, whether it 
,may be, on the whole, the wiil of God, 
| and most for his glory, to save or des- 
| troy that particular sinner. His re- 
‘je tion of those phrases is, doubtless, 
because they express such an uncer- 
tainty: andif there is no such uncer- 
tamty, he must be right in rejecting 
them. If it is our duty to pray for 
the conversion of a particular sinner, 
believing that he will be converted, 
| then it is not duty to believe it is un- 
certain whether he will be converted 
‘or not. We must believe t'._re is ne 
uncertainty in the case; for he says, 
“we know the will of God on this 
subject.” And he quotes the oath of 
| God that he has no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, and the declara- 
' tions of the apostle, that God “ will 
have all men to be saved,” andthat he 
is ‘not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repent- 
ance,” and similar passages, as a 
proof that he is right. It appears, 
t en thit he puts the same construc- 
tion upon such declarations of scrip- 
ture — Arminians and Universalists 
do. Calvinists suppose that they ex- 
press “God’s regard for the good of 
sinners, in ils if considered, and his 
de-ire. in itself considered, for their 
salvation: but that they do not express 
any dect-ion whether it is best on the 
whole that t ey should be saved, or 
whether he does on the whole desire 
it And they suppose that other parts 
| of scripture render it abundantly evi~ 
| dent tat it is not best on the whole 
1% that all men should be saved, and that 
(rod does not on the whole dee sire the 
salvation of every man, but does on 
the whole choose not to save al! men, 
|| but to destroy some, for the glory of 
his justice. This distine tion, Armin- 
ans and Universalists reject and ridi- 
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for we know the will of God on this | cule, as one whieh has no foundation ; 
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though no man lives a day without '' “man’s good leave ;” for, if he does, 
acting upon it, in the ordinary con- this is disbelieving that tt will be done. 
cerns of life. My neighbor appears + And to ask God to do that which he 
to take the same ground that they do, | doubts whether he is able to do, and 
with respect to this distinction, and |, thinks it uncertain whether he will do, 
with respect to such declarations of| he supposes is unbelief, and a mock- 
scripture. Arminians believe, that | ery of God. And therefore,, believ- 
God does, in them, express, what they | ing that God is both able and willing 
think he feels, a desire on the whole; to save every sinner, and that his 
for the salvation of every sinner; greatest glory requires-him to do it, 
which desire is dependent for its being he must believe that it will be done, 
carried into effect, upon “ inan’s good | and be a Universalist. I see no wa y 
leave ;” which some men withhold, |: for him to avoid this conclusion, with- 
and so God’s desire is disappointed. 

Universalists have the same view of 

God’s desire to save all, and believe 


| 
| out giving up his whole scheme. 

| I said that our different views of the 
| prayer of faith appeared’to me neces- 


| sarily to lead us to different views of 

| the moral character of God. I think 
the way in which they do so, now ap- 
pears. I believe the moral character 
| of God, his holiness, his love of right- 
eousness and hatred of iniquity, can- 
not be supported without the exercise 
| of his justice, the everlasting punish- 
ment of some sinners, according to 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


that he is able to carry it into effect, 

& will carry it into effect, & all will be |; 
saved. My neighbor also — 
that these declarations furnish a suf. || 
ficient warrant to condemn any ex- 
pressions of its being uncertain whe- 
ther it may or may not be tie will of 
God, and for the glory of God, to 
save every man; and thinks they fur- 
nish a sufficient ground on which to 
pray, “with no reservation, with no 
hesitation,” for the conversion of eve- 
ry sinner, believing that it will be 
done; because from them ‘*‘ we know 
the will of God on this subject.”” He 





their deserts, to show his everlasting 
disapprobation of sin: and that his 
goodness, which constitutes his moral 
character, leads him to choose on the 
whole that some should be lost, as well 
as some saved. But his system must 
must, therefore, I think, to be consis- || lead him to think that the goodness of 
tent, believe, with Arminians and Un- |} God iequires him to choose on the 
iversalists, that the highest glory of || whole that all should be saved; and 
requires us to pray for it, believi ne 
that it will be done. If we both follow 
our systems where they appear to me 
inevitably to lead us, we cannot, as 
ou see, avoid being thus widely a- 
sunder in our views of the moral cha- 
racter of God. 

Our different views of the prayer of 
faith, appear to me to lead us widely 
| asunder also, in our views of the mor- 
| al character of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
'I suppose that his character, as a 

| good man was perfect, without a sin- 
that it will be done, and be a Univer- |' gle exception, that, as a good man he 
salist. He cannot, consistently God | did his whole duty. Doubtless we 
the Arminian ground, and say that God | shall both agree, that, if it is our duty 
is on the whole willing Wut not able to || | to pray in faith for the conversion of 
save every sinner, and that his wishes || ev ery sinner, it was equally his duty, 
are disappointed through the want of ! as a good man, thus to pray. I be- 


God requires the salvation of every 
man, and that if any one should be 
lost, there would be so much lost 
from the glory of God. And he must 
condemn, as utterly wrong, the Calvi- || 
nistic doctrine that the highest glory 
of God requires that some should be 
lost, well as some saved. And it 
seems to me, that if he believes that | 
the highest glory of God requires that 
every sinner should be saved, so that 
it is his duty to pray for it believing 
that it will be done, he must believe | 
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tieve he did his duty, in this respect, 


as well as in every other; and pray- 


ed for the conversion of every sinner, 
with such faith as I think right, that is, 
with full confidence in the wisdom, 
power, and goodness of God, that he 
will save as many as it Is on the \ whole | 
best to have saved, and destroy as 
many as it is on the whole best to 
have destroyed; and a supreme de- 
sire that he should do so. But with | 


the view which my neighbor takes oi 


the prayer of faith, he cannot believe | 
that the Lord Jesus performed the 
duty of praying in faith for the con- 
version of every sinner. kor if he 
had thus prayed, according to his the- 
ory, every sinner must have been con- 
verted and saved; which we all know 
was not the case with tne sinners in 
Christ’s day, nor since. He 
then, to be consistent with his theory, 


1] 
\ t 


must, | 


come to the conclusion, that the Lord | 


Jesus Christ neyzlected this important || And our different systems lead us 


| as widely 


duty, and is chargeable with the blood 
of all the souls that have perished in 
consequence. If-my neighbor sees 
any way oi avoiding this conclusion, 


without giving up his theory of the | 
prayer of faith, i wish he would point | 


it out. “To me, the conclusion ¢ appears | 
inevitable. My view of the sabject | 
also leads me to su ppose that the | 
Lord Jesus felt right, when he “ re 
joiced in spirit, and said, [ thank thee, 
QO Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast reveal- 
ed them unto babes: even so, Mather; 

for soit seemed good in thy sight.’ 

He rejoiced, and gave thanks to Cod, 
for nding from soz 
cage 


e, the things that 
to Saivation, and revealing 


them to others, according to his ood | 


pleasure ; because it was best on the 

whole that it should be so, that some 
might remain suitable subjects of di- 
vine justice for ever, while others 
were made subjects of divine mercy. 
My views of the subject leads me to 
suppose this was suitable matter of re- 


tis — thanksgiving, that ate 


were rig t feelings i in the Lord Jesus 


_ ee 
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Christ, and that we ought to feel so 
too. But his view of the subject 
must lead him, as | think, to condemn 
these feelings as wrong, both in the 
Lord Jesus, and in all others. He 
must think that it cannot be matter of 

rejoicing, in any point of view, that 
these things are hid from any; but 
must, in every point of view, be mat- 

er of regret and sorrow. He must 


‘think it disinslibe on the w holes: in eve- 


Hy point of view, that all shied come 

| to the knowledge of the truth and be 
saved ; and consequently, that it was 
wrong fer the Lord vesus Christ to 
rejoice, and give thanks to God, for 
hiding these things from a part of 
mankind, and rev ealing them only to 
apart. fn both these w ays, our FJ 

ferent views of the prayer of f 

lead us inevitably, as appears to me, 
'to dilierent views of the moral chatr- 
acter of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


eats 


asunder in our views of the 
‘moral character of the inspired pen- 
/men of the holy scriptures, and of the 
moral character of the saints in hea. 
ven. While the mspired prophets and 
apostles lived, | suppose they some- 
| times performed their duty in praying 
‘for their fellow men. Moses, while 
| he lived, made many acceptable pray- 


- | ers for temporal blessings on the peo- 


‘ple of Israel; and it appears to me 
too much to believe that he never 
once made an acceptable prayer ror 
their conversion and salvation. Sam- 
iuel did the same: Daniel did the 
same: Isaiah did the same. The 
ts IT cannot believe lived 
in the total neglect of this duty. Paul 
ays, ‘“‘my heart’s desire and prayer 
God for Israel is, that they might 
e saved.” So ardent was his desire 
or it, that he says, “ I could wish that 
were accursed from Christ, 
‘or my brethren, my kinsmen accord. 
These prayers, } 
believe, were made in faith, such faith 
as I have described, faith in the per- 
 fections of God, that he would de 
what was best, saving some and ¢de- 


myself 
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stroying others, according to his good \ very desirable ; but, that they regard- 


pleasure. 
conclude, that these holy prophets 
and apostles, whom the Spirit of in- 


spiration guided into ali truth, always | 


I s 


lived in the neglect of the great duty | 
of praying in faith for the conversion 
of the Jewish nation. If only one of | 
them had, in but one instance, per- | 
formed this duty, that whole nation 
must, on his principles, have been | 
converted and saved. On his princi- 
ples, Moses, and Samuel, and Daniel, 
and Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and all the 
prophets, and Peter, and John, and 
Paul, and all the apostles, and primi- 
tive christians, must have totally neg- 
lected the great duty of praying in 
faith for the conversion of the Jewish | 
nation. And Paul must have been 
under an awful delusion, when he 
said, ‘‘I take you to record this day 
that Lam pure from the blood of all | 1 
men, for 1 have not shunned to de-| 
clare unto you all the counsel of 
God.” Though he thought that his 
faithfully preaching the whole truth to 
them, had cleared him from their | 
blood, he must, nevertheless, have 
been chargeab le with the blood of ey- 
ery one that perished ; 


ee 


eee omnes 


| 
} 
because, if he | 
| 
| 


But my neighbor must | ed the glory of the divine justice as 


of more importance, and chose on 


| the whole to have the less good given 


1 


| 


had done his duty, in a single in- | 


stance, of praying in faith for their | 
conversion, they would have been 
converted. 

My principles also lead me to ap- 
prove of those prayers of holy men, | 
on record in the scriptures, for the de- 
struction of the wicked, which were 
so often answered in their destruction, 
and that too, while actually commit- 
ting sin, and of course, their eternal 
destruction. But his principles must 
lead him to disapprove of al! such 
prayers, and condemn them as entire- 
ly wrong. For, according to hts the- 
ory, it is duty to pray in fai ith for the 
conversion and salvatioy nof every sin- 
ner, and not for the destruc tion of |) 
any. JF suppose that these holy men 
regacded the good of those for whose 
destruction the ey prayed, ncconcings te 
?ts apnarent importance, as in itself 





| (Ex. 14, and 15.) 


| (Jude. 


' 


up for the greater. On this principle, 
I suppose Moses prayed for the de- 
struction of the Egyptians, and gave 
thanks to God when it was done. 
On the same prin- 
ciple, I suppose he prayed for the de- 
struction of Amalek, when Aaron and 
Hur stayed up his hands. (Ex. 17.) 
Samuel prayed for the destruction of 
the Philistines. (I. Sam. 7.) Deb- 


orah and Barak praised the Lord for 
destroying the Caiuaanites, (Judg. 5,) 


and pray ed, ‘‘so let all thine enemies 
perish, O Lord.” Samson prayed for 
the destruction of the Philistines, 
16.) Hezekiah prayed for 
the destruction of Sennacherib. (II. K. 
19.) Asa prayed for the destruction 
of the Ethiopians. (il. Chr. 14.) Je- 
hosnaphat prayed for the destruction of 
the Ammonites and others. (If. Chr. 
20.). And all these prayors were 
heard and answered. ‘lhe Psalmist 
often pray ‘ed for the destruction of the 


wicked, of which the following instan- 


ces area svecimen. ‘ Give them ac- 
coraing to their deeds, and according 
to the wickedness of their endeavors: 
| give them after the work of then 
| hands; render to them thew desert. 
rs s. 28. ) Let death seize upon them, 
and let them go down quick into hell ; 
for wickedness is in their dwellings, 
and among them. (Ps. 55.) Con- 
sume them im wrath, consume them, 
that they may not be: and let them 
know that God raleth in Jacob unto 
the ends of the earth. (2's. 59.) Let 
them be confounded and troubled for 
ever; yea, let them be put to shame, 
and perish: that men may know that 
thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, 
art the most Ingh over all the earth.” 
| (Ps. 83. ee », also Ps. 3& 69, 109, 5, 
10, 17, 31, 68, 71, 79, 129, 137, 140, 
Ac, 144 ) And im the expectation 
of ee heard in such prayers, he 
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eur salvation.” (Ps. 65.) ;The 136th 
Psalin is a song of praise to God for 
the destruction of the wickea. ‘The 
prophet Jeremiah an “* Pour out 
thy fury upon the heathen that know | 
thee not, and upon the famihes that | 
eall not on thy name.” (ch. 10.) | 
And «gun, “ Render unto thom a re- | 
compense, O Lord, according to the | 
work of their hands. Give them sor- 

row of heart, thy curse unto them. 

Persecute and destroy them ' anger 

from under tie heavens of the Lord.” }; 
(Sam. 3.) The glorified martyrs in | 
heaven pray for the d ostrae tion of the : 
wicked, Reve-6. 10, “ How long, 0) 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou noi | 
judge and avenge our atone d on them || 
that dwell on the earth? And tie | 
inhabitants of heaven are command- | 
ed to rejoice, when that prayer is an- | 
swered: Rev. 15. 20, “ Rejoice over | 
her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles | 
and prophets ; for God hath avenged | 
youon her.” In the 19th chapter, 
< have their alleluia 3, While t the smoke | 

{ the wicked riseth up for ever and | 
ever. And in the 15th chapter we) 
are informed that the inhabitants oi } 
heayen sing the song of Moses and || 
the Lamb, and praise God for lis judg- | 
ments upon the wicked. 

All these ‘prayers and praises ofho- | 
ly men on earthy; and ef the glorified | 
saints in heaven, are right, according 
to my principles. The sood of the | 
wicked was not disregarde od or unger- | 
valued, but only smut subordinate to || 
the glory of God, which was regarded | 
with supreme arection. And this ts ! 
in exact accordance with the first pe- 
tition in tre aes s prayer. For, | 
waeh we pray, “ Fiallowed ‘ke thy | 
name,” it expresses « desire that ail 
the periections of God may be exer 
cised in the most perfoc ct manner, ar 
displayed ‘in the clearest light: an | 
his includes the exercise of his jus- I 
tice in the punishment of the wicked, /j 
a3 well as the exercise of his mercy 
in the salvation of the’ ee The | 
only difference I can perceive, between | 
inspired men and us, in relation to the | | 
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manuer Of our praying, i reference to 
the wicked, arises from the difference 
of our knowiedge as to what is best to 
have done with them. When they 
knew what individuals it was best te 
have destroyed, for the glory of God’s 
justice, they couid with propriety make 
such nee rs as we have seen, im the 
ease of those individuals. We can- 
not, indeed, make such prayers m the 
case of any individuals now living, be- 
cause we do not know whom tt is best 
to have saved and whom it is best to 
have destroyed. But so far as God 
has pointed out any, m his predictions, 
as devoted by him to destruction, 
iereaiter, as in the case of Gog and 
Magog, and those who are to perish 
e battle of the great day of God 
Almig chty, [ perceive no difference as 
to the duty of the prophets and the 
duty of ‘all. My principles would 
lead me to pray for every sinner, with 
faith in God’s wisdom and ‘goodness, 
committing him into God’s “hands, to 
save or destroy, as he pleases, choods- 
img and believing that God would save 
him, if that should be best in his 
view; or, that he should make him 2 
nonument of his justice for ever, if 
at should be best in his view; with- 
or - atiem pime to set up my own w 1S- 
dom above the wisdom of God, ‘by 
dictating to him which he shail do. 
But my neighbor's principles must, 
E should think. lead him to condemn 


all those prayers and peaises of holy 
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|men on earth, and of glorified saints 


in heaven. According to his theory, 


those holy men of old ought not to 
have prayed for the destruc tion of any 
i those sinners. They ought to 
have prayed for their salvation, with- 
out any f, without ary expressions of 

cubmussion, ‘with no reservation, 
with no hesitation,” believing that it 
would be done. It must not be plead. 
ed, as a justification of their neglect 
so to pray, that they knew, by divine 
revelation, that those sinners were 
| not to be saved; for, if thet is a suffi- 
cient justification. we can plead it for 
neglecting thustto pray for the conver- 
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sion of all sinners now. We have as 


much evidence, from divine revelation, | 
that all sinners are not to be convert- | 


ed, till after the battie of the great | 


day, and the destruction of Gog and | 


Magog, as they had in any of the cas- 
es mentioned. Kut my neighbor’s 
theory is. that we are bound to pray | 
for the conversion of every sinner, 
And * 

we cannot be excused from it, on the | 
cround of the divine predictions, nei- 
| 

| 


ther could they. 

And if it is on the whole desirable 
that all sinners should be saved, as it 
must be, if his theory is true, then it 
ison the whole undesirable and mat- 
ter of grief that any should be lost: | 
and the songs of heaven, which have |) 

| 


| 
| 


been mentioned, must be condemned | 
also. And it appears to me, that, if), 
his feelings accord with his theory, 
he must be displeased with those | 
songs, and be so far from joming in} 
them, that he must feel, that, if that | 
is heaven, he desires no part init. || 

Our different views of the prayer of |) 
faith not only lead us widely asunder || 
in our views of the moral character of |; 





| 
itants of heaven, but they must k " 
us also, as appears to me, to difierent, 
views of the moral churacter of the 
Bible itsel& The Bible speaks of 
those men, and of their prayers and | 
praises, in terms of high approbation; | 
and conveys the idea that those pfay- | 
ers and praises, especially the book | 
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of Psalms, and designed for the use 
and imitation of succeeding ages, in |) 
their prayers and praises, as far as |, 
their circumstances agree. And the 
same Bible teaches us, that God has 
made all things for himself, yea, even 
the wicked for the day of evil; that 
he has from eternity designed some to 
be vessels of wrath, as well as some 


go.tens the hearts of some, he har- 
dens the hearts .of others; and, by 
the means which he uses, and the effi- 
cacy which he gives them, he fits eve- 
ry man for the final destination for 


| 
some | 
to be vessels of mercy; that while he 
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which mfirite wisdom intended hinx 
In shert, the Bible teaches the doc- 
trine of divine decrees, the doctrine 
of the universal providence of God, 
the doctrine of election, the doctrine 


of reprobation, and the doctrine of 


the endless p mishment of the wick- 
ed. And it teaches that we ought to 


rejoice in all this, ‘ giving thanks al- 


ways for all things unto God and the 
Father, in the name of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” All this, according to 
my principles, is right; for the most 
perfect exercise and exhibition of the 


| justice, mercy, and sovereignty of 
| God, with that of all lis otl.er attri- 


| butes, is the most desirable of all ob- 
| jects, and that for which infinite wis- 


dom and goodness contrived the plan 
of God; and infinite power is carry- 
ing it into effect, in all its parts. So 
that, though much sin and much misery are em- 
braced in it, which in themselves considered are 
undesirable, yet there is no more of either than in- 
finite goodness requires, no more than is on the 
whole wisest and best, and indispensable to the 
great end of the whole ; and, therefore, no more 
than all good beings are bound to rejoice at, and 
thank God for bringing to pass, as the best means 
of the greater good he has m view. 

But all this, according to my neighbor’s theory, 
is wrong. If it is on the whole desirable that ali 
men should be converted and saved, so that it is 
our duty to pray for it without submission, then it 
is on the whole matter of regret that the bible con- 
tains any such doctrines as imply that God intends 
to destroy any, & especially, exhortations to thank 
higg for all things. And if my neighbor’s feelings 
accord with his theory, [ should think it must be 
unpleasant to him to read or hear any such parts 
of the bible; and that he must wish that all such 
parts had been left out of the bible, and think it 
would have been a much better book if they had 
been altogether omitted. And I should think he 
must be displeased whenever any such parts of the 
bible are repeated from the pulpit; for they tend 


.directly to keep people from praying as he thinks 
| they ought to pray ; since none can believe that it 


is best for God to destroy any, and that he intends 


| todo it, and dt the same tame pray that all may 


be saved believing it will be done. And since 
the bible directs ministers to declare all the coun- 
sel of God, to take heed to the doctrines it con- 
tains, and cont#xue in them, that dissatisfaction 
must be directed, not so much towards those min- 
isters who obey its directions, as towards the bible 
itself, which contains such doctrines, and gives such 
directions. 

I might extend these remarks, and show other 
points of difference, to which our respective views 
of the prayer of faith appear to me inevitably to 
lead. But, for the present, I will forbear; and 
conclude, by repeating my earnest request, that if 
my neighbor does not admit the consequences | 
have mentioned, he would show why they do not 
necessarily follow from his theory, as they appear 
to me inevitably to do. 
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